[Evaluation of the usefulness of the physico-chemical study of ascitic fluid in patients with chronic hepatopathies, neoplasms and spontaneous peritonitis].
In order to separate malignancy from chronic liver disease, the ascitic fluid (AF) of 45 in-patients was studied prospectively. Protein, cholesterol, triglycerides, LDH and glucose concentrations were determined in AF. Ascites/Serum (A/S) protein and LDH ratios were also established. Spontaneous bacterial peritonitis (SBP) incidence was studied in the cirrhotic group performing the pH, PMN count and culture of the AF. The 45 patients were classified in three groups: 29 with chronic liver disease, 10 with malignancy and 6 with miscellaneous pathology. Af protein concentration, its A/S ratio and AF cholesterol concentration were statistically significant (p less than 0.001) to differentiate malignancy from chronic liver disease. However, the AF glucose, triglycerides and LDH concentrations and the A/S LSH ratio were not useful in the differential diagnosis. The SBP incidence was 13%, its mortality rate 75% and the cultures were positive only in 25%.